MEWS WATCH

MEGATON MAN'S SIMPSON WINS
SETTLEMENT IN COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT CASE

:umo'nur Dhaon ﬁ*:nl.;\rmn's M:-g;.:nm
Man characrer et appeared in 3 vade
rarge nI-let': e b g 13 years,
feieam conmic boaks pe E':lugdlhn": avn
Fraren Camies web page (hetpes/
wwa limocim~fegee], where it i
werizized weelly, But no ome wu
e surprised than Simpson tosee 2
smkingly amelar characger caveming
sheoughithe pages of a compater pro-
gram st om midnizal Bsied by the
Corol Group entitled The 30 St
dip Maw Decign Cauide, 25 well 2 in
animared seguenced on the beok's
:|.|:|:i.'|:n[:.:|1':.'ir:g cd-rom.  After
Simpron’s lywyer approached the
Coralis Group, 2 pablisher of graph-
ictamd uli_'u..l.!il.'-uclml:le:er:m:nuls_
with a comiplint of copyright in-
fringement, Simpson was paid an
urslisclosedamaiurd efnaxmey tosele
the matter.

Simpsen Dt learned of the
manual when John Eim, cne of kis
animation charaoer dedgn sodents
at The Ant Irstihate of P‘.".nburgh,
brought 3 copy of the book m ki
aienizat. The masuz! mcduded ap-
proximaceiy 0 papes of materis cen-
reted arcamad creating 3 cartaon char-
wcter that Simpson felr wroaghy re-
sembled Megaton Man. While there
were aght diferences between che
twa chimacters — for examiple,
Simpsen's character has a karge *M
acros his chest, while the character in
the computer manaal does not — the
wztham of the book went & far s e
explicithy duplicare a1 leair eme pose
fram l.;!m-el:n .'l.!.f_\_-:p.'l'u.l: Men BE and
Libelita“conceptsketch,” from whach
dozens o 300 graphics were derived
Some of the 3D charcten were
caled “Megaman.”

lmediately, Smpon sid, he
recognaed motonly hi charcter, b
the e ramber and pags from which
the “comcepe stheich™ had come from.
Santpron celd the foomeal chas be had
et been spprosched by the company
for kit permitioan to e the charac-
ter, and sdded that he mone likely
woith] have denbed siseh 2 recues.

“['s ome thingto be inspiced by a
cocept,” Saipsen sad. " e inether
toget carmed sway by the whole dam
chiracter. Uenganartsts wark wish-
cab theis penmission densss themn cre-
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The orginal Megaton Man, by Dlon Simipson. ,,

atve vonerpd | den't think | would
have approved of The 3D Sy Max
Deitps Gnde matenal as being repre-
pertative of mvy vision, of of Megaton
Man's povenitia] in the 30 envicon.
msemt” -!.1|.||!':r:-'.1_sh the _||..':m-._|| -
taceed Corialis pl.:lﬂil'he:r Eeith
Weiskamp for his take on Simpson’s
comgplunt, he refized o commen: on
the muatrer).

ﬁ;nl:,'-u.'-n never needed o izks his
cise igairat the publisher ta eoart. He
presented his materials to his acmor-
aey, Mikh Benges, ncloding the
copyright registraton for Megaion
Man, “Mirch deal divecdy wath their
Lowyert o a lawver to Liwyer basis
Then it wis just a maswee of B
lj_:ﬁnlil‘r_q (Hal the books in font of
Corols's bwyers” Simpson aid,

Conahtiettled far inundiscloeed
sum of moncy, & porticn of which
::i-'.l:'upﬂrl gave the stdent, _||:|'!'|||

Bim, ingranbade, They dhoageed
reencve the entire chapeer, 2 graphic
froem the back cover and allthe relased
S0 graphics feoen the COROM =
fusure prantings, to reciify the sitos-
s Inn addirion, Corolis has agreed
£o poat an apelogy on their web site
{I‘..:IE!:."-"'.-.".-.-'.V.-:.-\Jril:!:lh-.'ml:]. A fhe
o weas poing 1o paew, however,
the apology had not been posted,
Simpson &5 e the andy oot to
make dlegatonsafcopyripht infriege-
enene sgainst the Conelis Group for
ratenzl that appeared in The 3-D
Stwdia Max Dessgn Gnde. Druech
graphicastist and computer progras-
mer Stephan  Didak  (heepedd
'.nw.'.:u:l.'lllcl!.l:!.-"um."n,‘ln;[ak:l alsg
found wrs of his armwork repeo-
disced both i ibe back and the CI-
HJ:lrI'l'-'-'ilihl:-'.llIli:-]:rru:uimﬂl'.nndwiﬂl
the copynght netices removed. His
atrorneys in the UM% needed 40
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...and o srikingdy smilar
Peomcepd shetch™ fona J0 Salian
threaten to file for an injunciion i
federal coan befare PECCIVIn am ad-
equzte settlemens offer, which was
much |ikc!|ut5;im'fn tn‘.:iln]'l'-nr:.Th._-
offending material wis removed fram
the back's wrond prniing, cash was
Fiilﬂ ot arsd 4 disnilar prﬂ:llisr of an
apuf-:!_t:.' wis o be EL.'!'.::':{ o the webh
sice. Ohace again, the spobagy had mot
suzfaced at the tme of this arock
recake aboo clairns go have ecog-

pizcd atter copyrghied materiz] in
the bock, including works thar may
beleng w0 Viewpoint Dalibs, Ing,
and LucasFidm Ing. He recopmeed
ke :".-1-.':.:1!|.':1 Mzn plobares, bt v
nait able co plice them exacely at the
tune, unhl he heard of S'i|:'.J'\rs.-.:||:'5.
semlemyent.

Mearawhale, Bmpacn continss
1o teach ar The Art Inginate of Pitg-
buzyh while producing digical Mega-
ged Man ad Wendy Whitebread
starics for bis web pages. He has no
plans e prisdioe prinded comics for at
least the rest afthisvear, barmay issc
z pompibiten of the Web stonzs
1953, While his pned comics have
been populae, the unevermes of the
camae hwares her It hien wary.
“Even belore l;::;llr.il |L':ir_'=-' Dierba-
thon] falded, 1 could see the writing
ait e wall and we tha they were
going w bam me. [ coulde’t keep
sending e hall of my print mun o
spemeorse who couldi't pay me, U'm
waitng for the bad oows oo be aver
befare 1 sart publishing again.

“I'm very happy going digical
I've sold 2 lot of arrovork and comics
over the web, and the greas :hir:g
abaut it s that & allows mee 10 da an
I..".':Ii.l\.'l.!:ll‘_':.'. [ hive s mary diffenene
things [ can do there.”  moM mvey




